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The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the Adam Smith Room (CR5).
 
1. Consideration of continued petitions: The Committee will take evidence from

Jeane  Freeman,  Cabinet  Secretary  for  Health  and  Sport  on  the  following
continued petitions—

 
PE1533 on Abolition of non-residential social care charges for older and
disabled people; and
PE1545 on Residential care provision for the severely learning disabled.
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The papers for this meeting are as follows—
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Public Petitions Committee 

1st Meeting, 2019 (Session 5)  

Thursday 10 January 2019 

PE1533: Abolition of non-residential social care charges for older and disabled 
people  

Note by the Clerk 

 

Petitioner 

 

Jeff Adamson on behalf of Scotland Against the Care Tax 

Petition 
summary 

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
abolish all local authority charges for non residential care services as 
under Part 1, Paragraph 1, Subsection (4) of the Community Care and 
Health (Scotland) Act 2002. 

Webpage  Parliament.scot/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01533 

Introduction 

1. The Committee last considered this petition at its meeting on 25 October 2018 
and agreed to invite the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport to give 
evidence. The Cabinet Secretary will give evidence at this meeting. 

 
Committee Consideration  

2. At its meeting on 25 October 2018, the Committee noted the concerns 
expressed by the petitioner in his submission of 11 September. The petitioner’s 
concerns included engagement with the Implementation Advisory Group, how 
the extension of free personal care will be delivered, and how prepared local 
authorities for the extension. 
 

3. The Cabinet Secretary provided a written update to the Committee on 20 
November 2018. That update is included in the meeting papers and explains 
that the Scottish Government has legislated for the extension of free personal 
care to adults under 65 and it will be implemented by 1 April 2019. 

 

4. The Cabinet Secretary’s letter states that the Implementation Advisory Group 
has considered the effects of additional demand in assessing the likely budget 
required for the extension, and adds— 

 

“We will monitor the impact on both the charges for non-personal elements of 
care for adults under the age of 65, and also the costs to local authorities of 
the extension.” 

 
Conclusion 

http://www.parliament.scot/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01533
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5. The Committee is invited to consider what action it wishes to take. Options 
include— 

 To invite the petitioner to respond to the evidence heard. 
 

 To take any other action the Committee considers appropriate. 

 

Clerk to the Committee 

Annexe 

The following submissions are circulated in connection with consideration of the 

petition at this meeting— 

 PE1533/LL: Petitioner submission of 11 September 2018 (176KB pdf) 

 PE1533/MM: Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport submission of 20 

November 2018 (11KB pdf) 

 

All written submissions received on the petition can be viewed on the petition 

webpage. 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/S5_PublicPetitionsCommittee/Submissions%202018/PE1533_LL.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_PublicPetitionsCommittee/PE1533_MM.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_PublicPetitionsCommittee/PE1533_MM.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01533
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Public Petitions Committee 

1st Meeting, 2019 (Session 5)  

Thursday 10 January 2019 

PE1545: Residential care provision for the severely learning disabled 

Note by the Clerk 

Petitioner Ann Maxwell on behalf of Muir Maxwell Trust 

Petition 
summary 

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
recognise residential care as a way severely learning disabled 
children, young people and adults can lead happy and fulfilled lives 
and provide the resources to local authorities to establish residential 
care options for families in Scotland. 

Webpage  Parliament.scot/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01545 

 

Introduction 

1. This is a continued petition that the Committee last considered at its meeting on 
25 October 2018. At that meeting, the Committee agreed to invite the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Sport to give evidence at a future meeting. The 
Cabinet Secretary will give evidence at this meeting.  

Committee consideration 

2. As Members will recall, the Scottish Government has commissioned work to 
address the data visibility of people with learning disabilities in Scotland which 
includes projects by the Scottish Learning Disabilities Observatory (SLDO). 
 

3. In the petitioner’s written submission of 16 October 2017, concerns were raised 
that while 60 per cent of people with profound learning disabilities have 
epilepsy, there is limited reference in the SLDO’s work programme to this 
condition. The Committee therefore agreed to ask the SLDO what work, if any, 
it was progressing to understand the links between people with profound 
learning disabilities and epilepsy. 

 

4. In response, the SLDO’s written submission of 6 July 2018 stated– 
 

“Scotland has expertise on epilepsy at Edinburgh University, hence we have 
no current plans to try to replicate this, beyond its management in primary 
care.” 
 

5. The Committee also noted the petitioner’s suggestion that the financial 
consequences of inadequate care for the profoundly learning disabled should 

http://www.parliament.scot/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01545
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_PublicPetitionsCommittee/Submissions%202017/PE1454T.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_PublicPetitionsCommittee/PE1545_Y.pdf
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be a focus of SLDO’s work. The Committee asked whether the SLDO would 
consider exploring this issue as part of its work programme. 
 

6. The Observatory responded as follows– 
 

“The Scottish Learning Disabilities Observatory was commissioned to inform 
policy and practice through undertaking secondary analyses of Scotland’s 
existing routinely collected health and administrative data. We are not aware 
of any existing datasets in Scotland that include a marker for profound 
learning disabilities. The Scottish Government’s “SPIRE” project may in future 
provide a means to utilise general practitioner data, but the SPIRE team are 
not yet at a stage where this is operational”. 

 
7. The petitioner’s written submission of 20 July 2018 expressed disappointment 

that her petition has now been under consideration for four years, but during 
this time, ―nothing constructive and supportive has resulted‖. The petitioner also 
expressed the view that— 

 

“…the Scottish Government has repeatedly deflected the matter to the 
Learning Disabilities Observatory (LDO) in an attempt to convince the 
petitioner that their research is relevant to the issues raised”. 
 

8. The petitioner is of the view that the SLDO’s most recent written submission 
―clearly state that their research is not focussed on the issues raised by 
PE1545 concerning those with profound learning disabilities‖.  
 

9. The petitioner goes on to state— 
 

“…it is difficult to contain our anger and immense disappointment in Scottish 
Government’s response to the petition. Scottish Government’s failure to 
address the desperate need for residential care in Scotland when it has been 
so clearly and vividly brought to their attention by PE1545, is unconscionable 
and unforgivable. 
 

10. The petitioner is also of the view that as there are no datasets in Scotland 
which include a marker for the profoundly learning disabled, confirmed by 
SLDO in their written submission, she considers this group to be ―invisible‖. 

Conclusion 

11. The Committee is invited to consider what action it wishes to take. Options 

include— 

 

 To invite the petitioner to respond to the evidence heard. 

 

 To take any other action the Committee considers appropriate. 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/S5_PublicPetitionsCommittee/Submissions%202018/PE1545_Z.pdf
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Clerk to the Committee 

 

Annexe 

The following submissions are circulated in connection with consideration of the 
petition at this meeting— 

 PE1545/Y: Scottish Learning Disabilities Observatory submission of 6 July 

2018 (107KB pdf) 

 PE1545/Z: Petitioner submission of 20 July 2018 (271KB pdf) 

All written submissions received on the petition can be viewed on the petition 

webpage 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/S5_PublicPetitionsCommittee/PE1545_Y.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_PublicPetitionsCommittee/PE1545_Y.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_PublicPetitionsCommittee/Submissions%202018/PE1545_Z.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01545
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